July/August 2021

Glimpses of Grace
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be fearful and anxious, for I am
with you every step of the way.” - Joshua 1:9

Friends of Grace,
We had a Council meeting recently and I was reporting on what has happened since our last meeting, April
19th. You may find it insightful.
The end of wearing masks was at the very end of May, which is not that long ago.
In June we celebrated in-person Graduation Sunday with our graduates. The reading program for the
community we call Graceful Steps, was able to occur. There was a Women’s Bible Study. Children’s
Moments returned to worship as did nursery and Children’s Church up to Kindergarten age.
July was a month that included in-person Vacation Bible School. There was a group of kids that went to
Church Camp. There was a meeting that started planning for a Fall Ladies Retreat.
August will see a celebration on the 15th for going back to school we call Backpack Sunday. Since Scout
Sunday was cancelled due to Covid we will have it on the 22nd, which will include a breakfast prior to
worship and a Flag ceremony afterward. The adult class called “Chatters” will return prior to worship at
9:30 am.
Then you can also be aware that there will be many more new in-person activities returning in September.
One of these activities will be our return to Wednesday evening meal and activities on the 15th.
The Spirit of God moves in all times of our lives, including the time we were unable to gather. However, it
feels like the Spirit of God can move more readily and often when we do gather. Perhaps there is a sense of
renewal, what once was called revival, up ahead. Join us in praying for a mighty move of God’s Spirit at
Grace UMC and the community we serve.
Enjoying Grace with you,
Pastor Randy
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C h u r c h Fa m i l y N e w s
Grace UMC,
Thank you for your investment into my education
and future. It means a lot to me.
Thanks,
Noah Henderson

Ladies Retreat will be held on Saturday, September
25 from 9:00am - 1:00pm.
The theme is “Seasons of Change”. A continental
breakfast and lunch will be provided. The cost is $10.
If you have questions, contact Melanie Stearns.
Pray about who you might invite to come with you
that would be blessed.
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Congratulations to
Gary & Jan Grimm
on their 50th Wedding
Anniversary.
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C h u r c h Fa m i l y N e w s
West Ohio UMC Annual Conference Report - Steve & Rita Francis, lay delegates
The 52nd Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference was a virtual gathering of nearly 1,800 clergy and
lay members. Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided over the conference under the theme, Perseverance,
rooted in the scriptures, Hebrews 12:1-2. “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith…”.
During the Episcopal Address, Bishop Palmer spoke to the weariness facing church leaders and
congregations. “There is no shame in naming weariness, “he said. He reminded conference member of the
stories through out the bible of people who persevered.
“Their stories remind us that we are not the first to walk this journey, to toil and to struggle to be who
God called us to be”, he said. “Jesus’ way does call for us to inconvenience our preferences and our egos
for the larger vision of beloved community, of just relationships; it calls for us to release some of what we
have so others may just have something. It causes us to be our very best selves and we must persist. We
have been called to be those who persevere even in the midst of obstacle and inconvenience.”, he said.
The following legislation was passed:
2022 Budget - The 2022 budget was adopted as presented. Conference is well positioned financially to
continue training leaders and equipping local churches to transform people and communities. Financial
resources continue to be in place to fulfill our promises to retirees. The Board of Pensions requested no
apportionment support for 2022. The amount apportioned in 2022 reflects a 3.3% reduction over 2021
apportionments. Since 2018, it is lower by 21%. The 2022 budget will replace eight separate district
apportioned funds with a single aggregate district fund.
Commission on Equitable Compensation - The 2022 Equitable Compensation recommendation was
adopted as presented. Minimum salaries increase 2% for each credential. The committee sought to
balance the needs of appointed clergy and the financial challenges of the local church.
Board of Pensions - Eligibility for retiree and healthcare plans did not change. the recommendation
reported the Board’s plan to implement a Health Reimbursement Account approach for retiree healthcare,
replacing the employer sponsored group plan. This is in partnership with VIA Benefits and Wespath.
Pre-1982 pension plan years of service will increase to $623 per month, an increase from $611 over 2021.
Loved as the Image of God - West Ohio Annual Conference desires to be aligned with a United
Methodist Church witness that is inclusive of all people and is theologically diverse.
Other Business






Commissioned two provisional deacons and seven provisional elders



Bishop Palmer advised the body of his short-term assignment to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference as to

Ordained one deacon and nine elders
Honored retirees, including 30 elders, two deacons, one associate member and seven local pastors.
Authorized the Annual Conference Planning Committee to determine the location of the 2023 annual
conference session based on current and emerging realities.
provide episcopal oversight, while Bishop Beard is on medical leave.



The 2022 West Ohio Annual Conference will be held June 2-5 at Lakeside Chautauqua.
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G ra c e ’s Fi n a n c i a l U p d a t e
Annual budget needed
General funds monthly needs

$242,723.00
$20,226.91

June Income
June Expenses

(Gen Funds)
(Gen Funds)

$16,734.23
$17,957.07

YTD Income
YTD Expenses

(Gen Funds)
(Gen Funds)

$113,762.13
$106,983.63

YTD Income over/short
Apportionments:
Ohio River Valley District
Paid YTD

+$6,778.50

$1,785.48

West Ohio Conference
Paid YTD

$11,771.00

Checking account for bills 6/30/2021

$63,111.52

Thanks for using your
Kroger Rewards card to
donate to our church!

Respectfully submitted,
Al Lipscomb, Finance Chair
Kari Shaw, Grace Treasurer

Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of your crops.”
We have had such a trying year and the ways of giving may not work for you as it once did. Grace has several ways
to tithe that may be more helpful for your giving.

 You may still always mail or bring in a check/cash during church office hours.
 Another way is to call your bank/credit union or set up an online billpay that goes directly from them to Grace.
Grace’s information for setup is: routing/ABA #244077323 and our address is 1200 Main St., Hamilton, OH 45013.

 We also now can accept PayPal giving! There are many Grace United Methodist churches on PayPal, so once you’ve
hit ‘SEND’ then type: gumctreasuer@fuse.net

to tithe directly to YOUR Grace!

ALL of these ways will securely tie your name with giving records for your year-end statement (PayPal is uploaded
1-time per month, for the prior month, to our records). If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church
treasurer Kari Shaw at 513-284-9671 or email directly gumctreasurer@fuse.net for assistance.
Peace Be With You!
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Wo r s h i p N e w s
Hello from the Worship Committee,
I hope everyone enjoyed a mostly normal Summer season. Good luck to all the children and young
adults heading back to school and college. Our thoughts and prayers go with your.
We continue with in-person services. We are looking forward to the Fall when our other church
programs and services start up again. Hoping we are all together then.
Worshipping together,
Jeff Shaw

Missions News
Hello from the Missions Committee,
We are gearing up for our yearly Church World Blanket Sunday collection coming in October. Your
donation will help CWS give warm blankets and hygiene kits to those in need. Thank you for giving generously.

Serving God together,
Barb Tolley

PLEASE remember that the first Sunday of each month is our
time to contribute to missions.
The “Little White Church” that you see as you enter the
Sanctuary is a symbol of the vitally important work that our
church does for missions. When you donate each month your gift
goes to support:

Coming in



Graceful S.T.E.P.S.



Mission trips



Backpacks for the Homeless



Youth projects



Thanksgiving baskets



and more
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s
Rocky Railway Wrap-Up
Another successful VBS has come to a close. It
was wonderful to have our church filled with kids
having fun and learning that Jesus’ power pulls us
through! We’ve included some pictures for you to
enjoy.

BACKPACK BLESSING SUNDAY
On Sunday, August 15, 2021, we are looking
forward to having our Church kids, Graceful
Steps and VBS kids, as well as their families,
enjoy a day of blessings and fun. At our 10:30
service Pastor Randy will bless the children’s
backpacks and ready their hearts for a
successful school year. Then at 11:45 we will
meet at Millikin Woods Park for a picnic.
Chicken and drinks are provided. If you are
able, we would appreciate donations of salads,
sides, snacks or desserts. Not only is there
playground equipment, there is also a splash
pool. So, grab your bathing suit and towel and
meet us at the park!

A HUGE “Thank You” to the many, many
volunteers who gave their time to help make this
event a success. We could not have done it
without you!
Blessings,
Kelli Chenoweth

Nursery Schedule for August

Blessings,
Jan Grimm

August 1 - Beth & Russ Stearns
August 8 - Robin Sims & Lyla Roy
August 15 - Jackie Brown, Lyla Roy &
Clara Riggio
August 22 - Rita Francis & Lyla Roy
August 29 - Debbie Wade & Lyla Roy
Drayden Pipkin

18

Dominic Pipkin

20
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s - V B S
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s - V B S
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s - V B S
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