August/September 2021

Glimpses of Grace
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be fearful and anxious, for I am
with you every step of the way.” - Joshua 1:9

September represents a huge shift in our programming every year but this year it represents so much
more. We had to stop all programs of our congregation in February of 2020. These programs have
slowly returned over these past months but September allows us to take a big step forward.
Children’s Church will finally return to ages 3 all the way to 6 th graders. This will represent our major
discipleship of children on Sundays. It is a wonderful new beginning.
Our Choir will return to their beautiful ministry of song. Last year we had a “lite” choir but this fall we
will be able to return to the full sounds of all who wish to be present.
Our Church Family Meals have been an anchor of connection, community and grace for many years.
We are able to once again begin these meals. It will be so good to gather together in this way,
especially with a new gym floor under our feet.
Our Wednesday discipleship groups will be able to begin again after a long hiatus. These gatherings
after the meal each Wednesday provide a significant space for our children, youth and adults to
experience the scriptures. We have been weakened without them. We will be strengthened as we
return to them.
May the joy of the Holy Spirit’s touch be upon each New Beginning!
Enjoying Grace with you,
Pastor Randy
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“Thank You” to Jackie Brown,
Keith Brown and Melanie Stearns for
painting areas of the Gym.
“Thank you” to Doug Tolley for doing
repair work on the ceiling in the
Narthex.
Saturday, September 25 for Ladies’ Retreat
at Grace UMC. The theme is Changing Seasons...Rock
Solid Faith.
A Continental Breakfast begins at 9:00am. Praise and
Worship music will be lead by Tami Thompson. Sharing by
Pastor Lyndsey Klein, Kari Shaw, Melanie Stearns, and
Lois Baker. A delicious lunch will be provided, coordinated
by Mindy Chenoweth.
Our prayer is that God might renew you and fill you with
love and peace in this time of retreat. Pray about who you
might invite. Register at church after worship. The cost is
$10. If you have questions, contact Jackie Brown, Kari
Shaw, Melanie Stearns, or Tami Thompson.

The Mary/Martha Circle will meet for a picnic on
Tuesday, September 14 at 6:00pm. It will be held
at Barb Curtis’ home. Spouses are welcome!

The church office hours will resume
Monday through Friday 9:00am to
1:00pm office hours starting
September 1, 2021.
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Greetings from the Choir Loft!
Our 2021-2022 choir season starts September 7th at 6:30pm. This will be the first practice and first
anthem in the loft with ALL of our choir members! Can you sense the enthusiasm?
We also have a “choir reboot party” (we know how to have fun) scheduled for August 31st at my house
with pizza, fellowship, and a preview of our Christmas Cantata. This cantata is different than anything
we've ever done and that's all I'm going to say! You'll hear familiar anthems and a few new ones too,
this Fall, as we begin to practice and focus on our cantata.
The excitement about our upcoming season is bubbling over! Join me in the anticipation for a season of
music that makes a joyful noise unto our Lord.
Musical Blessings,
Tami ❤

K i t c h e n C o m m i t te e
Welcome back!
Exciting things have been happening to the gymnasium and kitchen. We have a beautiful new gym
floor and the kitchen has been thoroughly cleaned with additional ovens ordered. A church wide
luncheon will be Sunday, September 12th immediately following the Worship Service. We want to
give everyone the opportunity to see what has been done and have the chance to fellowship over
lunch.
Wednesday dinners are also starting back up on September 15th at 5:30pm. The cost for adults
is $5, children under age 12, are $3 and a family of 4 or more, is $15. The Kitchen Committee is
very excited to resume our Wednesday dinners.
“For where two or more are gathered in my name, there am I among them”. Matthew 18:20.
Mindy Chenoweth
Kitchen Committee
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Wo r s h i p N e w s
Hello from the Worship Committee,
Welcome and good luck to all the children and young adults heading back to school and college. Our
thoughts and prayers go with you.
We continue with in-person services and other church programs starting. We are looking forward to
the Children’s Choir and K.I.C.K. Club starting on Wednesday, September 15.
So thankful to be worshipping together,
Jeff Shaw

Missions News
Hello from the Missions Committee,
We are gearing up for our yearly Church World Blanket Sunday collection coming in October. Your
donation will help CWS give warm blankets and hygiene kits to those in need. Thank you for giving generously.

Serving God together,
Barb Tolley

PLEASE remember that the first Sunday of each month is our
time to contribute to missions.
The “Little White Church” that you see as you enter the
Sanctuary is a symbol of the vitally important work that our
church does for missions. When you donate each month your gift
goes to support:

Coming in



Graceful S.T.E.P.S.



Mission trips



Backpacks for the Homeless



Youth projects



Thanksgiving baskets



and more
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G ra c e ’s Fi n a n c i a l U p d a t e
Annual budget needed
General funds monthly needs

$242,723.00
$20,226.91

July Income
July Expenses

(Gen Funds)
(Gen Funds)

$24,912.85
$15,395.51

YTD Income
YTD Expenses

(Gen Funds)
(Gen Funds)

$138,674.98
$125,168.00

YTD Income over/short
Apportionments:
Ohio River Valley District
Paid YTD

+$13,506.98

$2,083.06

West Ohio Conference
Paid YTD

$14,262.28

Checking account for bills 7/31/2021

$69,762.31

Thanks for using your
Kroger Rewards card to
donate to our church!

Respectfully submitted,
Al Lipscomb, Finance Chair
Kari Shaw, Grace Treasurer

The Big Challenge,
As chair of the Legacy Campaign 2020, I am happy to report a significant update. We have some exciting
news that will certainly affect our future legacy here at Grace UMC. We have a family that is very
concerned about our heating and air conditioning systems. Our current systems are old and very
inefficient, costing the church a lot of unnecessary expenses. They have issued a CHALLENGE to our
congregation. They are willing to match up to $50,000 of pledges made for this very important project.
Wow, what a generous offer!
I CHALLENGE the congregation to pledge at least $50,000 to this project, so we can take full advantage
of this generous gift. You can mark your gift “Legacy” to be sure it goes toward the CHALLENGE. From
past experience, I know this is a very giving church and we should be up for this exciting CHALLENGE.
If you have any questions, please contact me or Pastor Randy, and we will try to answer them for you.
Praise the Lord that has so greatly blessed this church. With projects like this, our future Legacy will be
maintained for all.
Thank you,
Al Lipscomb
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s

NEW TIME!!
With the increasingly busy schedules of our
younger church families, we have seen a
decrease in the number of children who attend
our 9:30am Sunday School classes. The good
news is that many of our children come with
their parents to our 10:30am Church Service.
They then go to the altar to hear Pastor Randy’s
children's message and are dismissed to their
classrooms for Children’s Church. Because of
these factors, Children’s Council has decided
that we will be teaching our Sunday School
lesson to the children during Children’s Church
time.
So instead of arriving for Sunday School at
9:30am, please, bring your children to church
with you to our 10:30am service. They will go to
their classrooms when dismissed from church
and enjoy fellowship with their familiar teachers.
We hope to see your children each Sunday as
they learn of God’s love, hear the teachings of
Jesus, and grow in their Christian Faith.
Blessings,
Jan Grimm

Troop 926 will be having a Garage Sale on
Saturday, September 18, starting at 9:00am
in the church gym. If you have items you would
like to donate prior to the sale, let us know. We
will make arrangements to pick up your items.
Contact any of the following members of Troop
926:
Karen Monroe @ 513-518-5982
Erick Combs @ 513-213-6408
Jim Ariss @ 513-616-4136

September Schedule
Children’s Church
Ages 3 - 2nd grade - Pam Morningstar
3rd - 6th grades:
Sept. 5 - Shelby & Cliff Stearns
Sept. 12 - Noah Henderson
Sept. 19 - Jan Grimm
Sept. 26 - TBD
Nursery
Sept. 5 - Robin Sims & Lyla Roy
Sept. 12 - Beth & Russ Stearns
Sept. 19 - Jackie Brown & Lyla Roy

Devyn Pipkin

7th

Sept. 26 - Rita Francis & Lyla Roy
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s - B a c k p a c k S u n day

Pastor Randy blesses and
prays for a great school
year.
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G ra c e K id s ’ N e w s - B a c k p a c k B l e s s i n g
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Grac e K id s ’ N ew s - Sc ou t Sund ay Breakf as t
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September 2021
Tue

7

Mon

6

Sun

5
Rita Francis - gym
4:00pm

Choir @6:30pm

28

Choir @6:30pm

Quilters - gym
@11:00am

21

Mary/Martha Picnic
5:00pm @ Barb
Curtis’ house.

14

Choir @6:30pm

Labor Day
(Church Office closed)

27

20

13

Children’s Sunday
School @10:30am

12
Children’s Sunday
School @10:30am
Church Luncheon
after Service

19
Children’s Sunday
School @10:30am

26
Children’s Sunday
School @10:30am

1

Wed

9

2

Thu

10

3

Fri

11

4

Sat

Church Office
reopens on
Wednesdays
9:00am-1:00pm

8

18

Scout Garage Sale
9:00am - 4:00pm

17

Scout set-up for
Garage Sale

25

Ladies’ Retreat
9:00am - 1:00pm

24

16

30

23

15
Church Family
Dinners begin @5:30pm
Children’s Choir
@6:15pm
K.I.C.K. @6:45pm

22
Church Family Dinners begin @5:30pm
Children’s Choir
@6:15pm
K.I.C.K. @6:45pm

29
Church Family Dinners begin @5:30pm
Children’s Choir
@6:15pm
K.I.C.K. @6:45pm
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September 12,
Church-wide Luncheon
immediately following the
Worship Service.

